
 

March 25, 2020 

Dear HDS Families, 

This email contains important information for our families, and answers many of the questions you 
have been asking.  Also included is a Parent Survey which we are asking each family to complete 
before Friday, March 27 at 10 am. This feedback is important as we consider modifications to workload 
and various instructional tools used by teachers. 

Our Governor Gavin Newsom shared his opinion that schools may not reopen this school year. We 
understand this information is unsettling to all of us.  As of now, there is no definitive decision regarding the 
length of school closures in California.  

Hebrew Day continues to abide by the health order issued last week that all public and private schools 
"shall not hold classes or other school activities where students gather on the school campus." We are very 
proud that in spite of this order, our students are fully engaged in our comprehensive program of Torah and 
general studies.  

As of this notice, regular classes are scheduled to resume in school on Monday, April 20, 2020. All 
decisions about reopening will be made in conjunction with local public health officials. Our primary 
objective is to protect our students, families, staff, and the community.  We will provide an update based on 
ongoing developments by Monday, April 6, 2020. 

We recognize that distance learning at home presents many challenges for families. Just as we do in 
ordinary times, we work hard to balance workload expectations and scheduled class check-ins via Zoom or 
otherwise. We remain flexible and understanding to each family’s circumstances, and are problem-solving 
to resolve issues. Please do not worry. We want to help reduce tensions by assuring you that there is no 
one right way for every family. As our faculty  continues to provide quality and rigorous instruction, we 
understand that your pace and intensity needs to work for your family. 

This week our focus has been on the following key priority areas: consistency, communication, access to 
learning resources, a home learning plan and timeline, and staff and student wellbeing and safety. Our 
school campus is closed to parents and students during this time, with faculty permitted individually as 
necessary.  If you need learning tools, please contact Klara Lapp at klapp@ssdhds.org to arrange for a 
curbside pick up. 
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PARENT SURVEY 

This survey (linked below) will help us to better meet your child’s learning needs during this home learning 
period. In order to ensure that this feedback is provided to the appropriate teachers, we have separated the 
surveys into grade level groups. Only one survey per grade level group is necessary.  If you have children 
across multiple groups, please complete each appropriate survey. For example, if you have a 1st grade 
child and a 2nd grade child, only one submission of the “K-2nd Grade Parent Survey” is necessary. If you 
have a 1st grader and a 4th grader, please submit one “K-2nd Grade Parent Survey” and one “3rd-5th 
Grade Parent Survey”.  

Surveys will close this Friday, March 27 at 10 am. 

Preschool Parent Survey 

K-2nd Grade Parent Survey 

3rd-5th Grade Parent Survey 

6th-8th Grade Parent Survey 
 
CONSISTENCY, COMMUNICATION AND ACCESS TO RESOURCES 

Over the first two weeks of the temporary school closure, our teachers have been providing families with 
home learning resources. With all of us having little time to prepare for the closure,  

Our transition to home learning has been a learning process for everyone- teachers, students and parents. 
Hearing back from you will help teachers make adjustments, as we work to accommodate every child.  We 
are also trying to assess the needs of students who do not have access to necessary technology.  These 
parent surveys, linked above, will provide you with an opportunity to share with administration and teachers 
your challenges.  

  

HOME LEARNING PLAN AND TIMELINE 
 
Having heard Governor Newsom’s opinion that he anticipates few schools, if any, will reopen before 
summer break, it is prudent for all of us to prepare for longer-term closures, both practically and 
emotionally.  

As such, we have been finalizing plans for our transition to distance learning. An overview is included 
below: 

March 17-March 27 
Transitional Goals:  
1. Provide formal instruction.  
2. Explore and introduce appropriate home learning tools  
3. Establish and calibrate workload expectations to best work for families. 
4. Stay connected with students and families, offering as much direct instruction as feasible. . 

https://forms.gle/9B9ir62iJdSrmjAY6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6MwCvJkxJ2D4xUexURzRH9M-d89ova41jrc_gUSMA3dfP9g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFO0ZxpGyAOKezyd3xl3hKBjhd8BeRVJx-7JSAHRj66PvQaA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeRV15WjXEEaWUydQpuA1KkJgGwB0gKKAIEIQKq8KzQ4nCxw/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

March 30-April 3 
1. Initiate adjustments based on Parent Survey Responses (linked above). 
2. Continue consistent instruction, with delineated expectations. 
3. Provide parents ongoing feedback, and assess learning and achievement. 
 
April 6-17 
Pesach Break 
 
April 20-TBD 
Return to in-school instruction, if permitted and prudent.  

Our leadership team is committed to providing the highest quality online, at-home instruction, and remains 
dedicated to engaging each student each school day.  As dynamic and complex as this is, we are very 
pleased with this initial phase. We will continuously re-examine our plans, and be guided by feedback, 
assessment, and our state leadership, while regularly communicating with you.  

HEALTH, WELLBEING & SAFETY 
  
Our custodial, maintenance, and operations staff have been hard at work, cleaning our campus and 
classrooms so that when classes resume, all risks will be minimized. A sincere thank you to our 
hard-working staff.  
 
Please remember: the purpose of school closures is to slow the spread of COVID-19. Please adhere to 
social distancing orders issued by the County of San Diego. Please follow all directives and take no 
chances with the health of your child or family.  
 
Thank you to all our precious students, devoted parents, unwavering teachers, and supportive 
administrators.  Our investment in the future success of our families will serve us and our society well. We 
are all in, together, as we “teach our children” and build our futures! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
Head of School 
Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
3630 Afton Road 
San Diego, CA 92123  
www.hebrewday.org 
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